Phytosphingosine in intestinal glycolipids of the rat fetus.
The intestinal glycolipids of rat fetuses contained two major long-chain bases, sphingosine and phytosphingosine. The occurrence of phytosphingosine in glucosylceramide and GM3 was lower at 17 days of gestation than at birth. The base composition of GD3 remained stable and consisted mainly of sphingosine.